 Things you should know about our

Rising Stars Pre-K at L.A.S.E.R. Program

· First Day of School 

To make a smooth transition into the Jumpstart program please familiarize yourself and your new student with our program’s routine.

1.  Locate your child’s cubby and help them store his or hers belongings

2. Assist child to the sign–in table where they will sign in for the day
3. Help your child locate their seat and begin their morning warm-up activity
· Regular Schedule

Program begins promptly at 9:10am and ends promptly at 1:10pm.  Please arrive on time to pick up your child.  If a child is not picked up by 1:10pm the parent is responsible for paying a late fee of $1.00 a minute for every minute they are late.   

· Friday Lunch

Every Friday, we will have lunch with the older students in the Laurelhurst Elementary school cafeteria.  Please pack a lunch for your child or send your child with $2.75 to purchase a hot lunch.   

· Toy Policy

Please refrain from bringing toys from home.  We have “Show and Tell” each Friday and your student is welcome to bring a toy to share on that day.  
· Clothing

Rain or shine we will be going outside.  Please make sure that your child has appropriate clothing and shoes for playing.
· Snacks

We will provide a small, nutritionally balanced snack each day around 10:30 am.  If your child has any allergies please inform the teacher about this prior to school starting.  

· Field Trips

Our class will be going on three field trips this year.  If you are interested in chaperoning, please let the teacher know.  This year we will be going to:

· October:  Pumpkin patch/Farm

· February:  The Seattle Symphony, Symphony Kids production of “Sailing the Musical Seas”  

· June:  Seattle Children’s production of “The Hungry Caterpillar”

· Parent Participation:

If you would like to volunteer in the classroom this year, you would be more than welcome.  The best time to have parent volunteers in the classroom is during our morning rotation time from 9:40-10:10.  
· Birthdays
Birthdays are celebrated for each student.  The teacher gives each student a special birthday hat on their birthday and the class sings “Happy Birthday” to that student.  If you would like to provide a special treat for the class in celebration of your child’s birthday, please let the teacher know prior to your their birthday, and a suitable time can be arranged.  
COMMUNICATION

If you need to leave a note for the teacher please write it down on the clipboard that says “Notes to Teachers” which is located next to the daily sign in sheets.  We will use your email address to send messages and check our email daily.  Our answering machine is on 24 hours a day, or feel free to call us during operating hours if you need anything.  Each child also has an assigned mailbox to send home projects and notices.

Please make sure to check your child’s mailbox daily fo r notices and updated information.

SIGN-IN AND OUT PROCEDURES

State law requires children be signed in and out of child care programs.  We are not responsible for your child until you have signed them in.  Teachers cannot sign in and out your child.

Because our priority is safety, full documentation regarding release is important.  For a change in regular pick up routine, parents will need to write a note on the clipboard for teachers.

When anyone other than a routine person is picking up a child, they will be required to show photo identification to one of the staff before leaving with the child.  
School Calendar:  

The “Rising Stars” Pre-K program follows the Seattle Public School yearly Calendar.  Listed below are the scheduled breaks, no school days, and half days.  Please note that on all half days, our program also have a half day.  

The following days will be No-School Days:

November 11th
November 24th -25th 

December 19th -January 2nd 

January 16th 

January 27th 

February 20th – 24th
April 16th – 20th
May 28th 

The following days are early dismissal.  Rising Stars will dismiss at 11:10 am on these days:

October 26th
February 1st
March 7th 

May 16th 

